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had worked steadily up to 1929, Since then he ‘has had: to 
ve on kis son, who is married and kas a very good position 


His father was a small ila ndawner. 


He feels well satisfied in coming to America as he owns his 
own home and yonia be fairly ‘v well off. had the conditions not 


happened as they did in 1929, 
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Pod Born in Pisa, 
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z hi oP ; Sa earer aie ommend STEER INT RSI rene ee BENT TOE St arr? 
Since coming here he has many jobs, mostly labor work. 
He had worked steadily up to 1929. Since then he has had‘ to 
live on his son, who is married and has a very good position 
al Oakland. 


His father was a small landowner. 
He feels well satisfied in coming to America as he owns his 


own home and would be fairly well off had the conditions not 
hapvened as they did in 19°9. 


i My Ma Roberto G----- is 36 years old, and the proprietor of a small machine 
sh op. He is married and has two children, both of them resembling their mother., 
When approached Mr. G----- discussed his history with great readiness. He was, 

ae fact, most confidential. However, he was inclined to slight the more prosaic 
aspects of his biography and preferred to discuss mainly his amorous exploits, 
all of which he contrived to clothe in the most romantic of garments. He is 
a handsome man with an olive complexions regular features, languishing eyes, and 
a thick cluster of black curls which age does not seem to thin out at all. 


He was born in Turin, Italy, and was taught by his parents and by his early 
associates that he belonged, by authority of his Piedmontese birthright, to the 
select of the Latin race. An aristocratic scorn for his countrymen who are so 
bint unfortunate as to have sprouted from southern soil has continued to color his con- 

ception of Italy and the subjects of Italian government to the present time. 


He served an early apprenticeship in the machine shop of his father, under 
the more direct supervision of an older brother, and worked as a third partner 
in the shop at the termination of his apprenticeship. But his Piedmontese ideas 
of superiority, which he had taken rather too seriously, could not be reconciled 
tg to a continued existence. as the younger-brother-partner in a family shop. He 
ee made plans for dissolving his relationship with the shop and prepared to consolidate 
3 his visionary dream of a shop in America. 


aR The World War prevented an early realization of his plans. He served in the 
By Italian army, seeing service in the front lines for the last three months of the 
war. He attained here for the first time a definite feeling of mediocrity, in- 
duced no doubt by his life as a private in the army ranks. In his own words, "I 
saw I wasn't such) a big shot in the army." 


Immediately after his demobilazation in the early part of 1919, he sought a 
passport for America, where he believed he could re-establish a feeling of indeperid- 
ence and superiority. He was encouraged in this belief by a friend of his fathers 
who lived in San Francisco and with whom he had opened a correspondence in order to 
get information direct fromthe states as to possibilities for a machinist there. 


He arrived in New York in July of 1919, spending only a few days there before 
he left for Newark, N.J., in answer to advertisements for machinists in that city. 
His first job in Newark, one of the advertised openings, was in a large industrial 
plant whose workers were out on strike. He was used as a scab forthe entire length 
of the strike, without, he insists, knowing that he was being so used. Later he 
worked in Detroit, then in Minneapolis, Cleveland and Pittsburg. Ee worked only to 
Save money in accordance with his old plan for establishing a machine shop of his 
own. He deprived himself of sociel life in order to put more of his wages in the 
bank. Although he desparately longed to invite Italian girls who roomed in the same 
house with him (he always roamed with Italian femilies, never even thinking of mingl- 
ing with the people of the country which was to render him financially secure and in- 
dependent), although, then,he desired to invite the Italian girls to go out with him 
he deprived his longings of their natural fruition in order to build more nap ag Ee 
ie fund which was necessary for the opening of his shop. 
, ‘ as 
Barly in 1923, efter interminable communications with the friend in San Fren-_ 
cisco, he gave up his job in Pittsburg, withdrew his money from the wank end startd 

oss the el ia tg flushed. with a belief in his own ability to succeed. His ‘ 
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ated in the North Beach section of San Francisco. He calculated carefully, counting 


on personal contacts made possible through his father's friend for an initial pat- 
ronege of his enterprise. He had the advantage of being centrally located for the 
clientele which he wished to cultivate end on which he counted as a means of a very 
gradually acquiring a more than mere modest livlihood. Within two years he had 
taken a lease on the entire building end had working under him a young Italian fel- 
low who was born in southern Italy and therefore not liable to demend extortionate 
wages from his master, the Biedmontese. A first class mechanic, accepting the neces 
sity for long hours of labor in order that work should. be promptly end satisfactorily 
completed, he was establishing himself in the North Beach section of the eity ond he 
had no desire to advance beyond its boundaries. 


At this time he felt that he could look for the long deférred wife. He was now able 
to support a wife end would, if business continued to prosper, be able to care for 
babies as they came. So with the same methodicsel approach which he had employed in 
the establishment of a machine shop, he sought contect with Italian girls who could 
serve his needs. He was extremely fortunate. His early efforts brought him an 
acquaintanceship with a Piedmontese family consisting of father, mother, twenty year 
old blond daughter and two youngsters of undextermined age. He gorged his pride in 
the prospect of perpetuating a pure strain of Italian blood....more, Piedmontese 
blood. He had not demanded this. It came as the hand of fortune directing his 
domestic course. Fortune did not take-intotaccount the old-world background of 
Roberto G.: Along with his racial and sectional pride, his cultivated bebiefs includ- 
ed an egoistic certainty that Man was born to rule Woman. His wife, as he had dream- 
ed through the years, would accept his business, his conjugal domination, his thoughts, 
himself, in short, with a devoted submissiveness. And this Maria S. refused to do. 
That blond parcel, fortune's temptingly wrapped but too dynamic gift, had been born 
and bred to imperious assertiveness. She was the fuse which ignited his most ardent 
emotions but she scrapped his intuitive assurance of male superiority together with 

a demand for a civil sanctification of their most convenient relationship. She was 
too much the modern American girl, Biving, taking, never a fairer shooter than Maria; 
she kept him in high dudgeon by her ridicule of his old-country desire to convert her 


to a permanent appendage of Roberto: What could he do? She held strings around him, 
did Maria. ; 


Late in 1928 Roberto commenced preparations for a trip to Itely. In February 1929 
he sailed, weving a long farewell from the steamship to Maria, having divulged never 
a whisper regarding the prime reeson for his return to his native lend. He says he 
did not write to Maria because he felt it would not be the act of a gentleman, con- 
sidering his plans to select an obedient spouse, and legal, while abroad. He did send 
a formal announcement of the wedding; she was entitled to know of his married status 
before he returned. At this time, too, he paid extended respects to his numerous 
Piedmontese relations and gathered their various opinions ofthe dictator, Il Duce. 
His father was the only one who spoke in open wrath ageinst Mussolini. But it was 
constantly impressed upon Roberto that the various small businesses of his family 
end his friends were “walking out from them", as he put it. Friends with plans for 
an independent livlihodd, similar to his own, who had remained in Ita ly; he found 
working, almost without exception, as day laborers in industrial enterprises owned 
by "the very rich men". H is om father and brother had lost their shop. But this 
he had known before he left America. Hadn't he sent them money to no avail when 
times grew worse? His conclusions regarding the affect of the reign of Il Duce is 
given in his ow terse way: "He send the country to hell but he teach the women 
right!" 


The Duce-taught wife Roberto selected for himself comes from southern Italy. She 
is as dark as Maria was fairy as docile as the fair one rebellious. She speaks no 


English, or very little. She doesn't expect anything better from life then the 
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1 see of supplying Roberto with comforts and children. The comforts he accepts 
a8 his due...He is a little anxious about his prospects for caring for any more child-— 
ren. He had expected a continuous growth of his business. When, however, he returned 
to San Francisco in September of 1929 he was sufficiently cautious not to expend any 
large sum of money for a house for his bride. He rented satisfactory quarters. And 
he has continued to rent living quarters. The expected business expansion did not 
materialize, a fact which remains quite inexplicable to Roberto. But on this matter, 
he seemed reluctant to expand his views. He di d tell me, with evident relish, that 
he had continued to spend time with Maria after his return with his wife. When, how- 
ever,Maria contracted a legal husbend for herself, he found himself thrown back upon 
his more permnent selection. He hasn't yet reached an age when he's satisfied with 
that! And since parting with Maria he has left a trail of broken hearts: North Beach 
girls, who like Maria, have individual weys. Perhaps the wife knows. Yes perhaps. 
But she accepts her lot in the most passive spirit. Robetto derives much satisfactim 
from the contemplation of this fact. 
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‘Angelo G. 
_.. © Italian,Male . 
beat Born, Southern Ltactr, 


Angelo's father was a peasant tenant 


Dee 
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. Kee come to America. An uncle who had 

a A lived here some little time sent money for 
laim to come over. He stayed in the east 
for five years working as an extra hand 
on truck farms in the summer and doing 
odd jobs when he could get them, in the 
winter. He was living with his uncle, 
One winter he was sick, I imagine with 
pneumonia, and nearly died. When he got 
well, he decided to come to California and 

ae joinf kis fatherts oldest brother who was 

ae : out kere, He had saved more than enough 

4 to get out here. When he“ rere, he 

a ‘ found some employment as a gardener. Then 

Wi) a friend of lais uncle had a piece of land 

which was lying unused with-:a little house. 

on it. Angelo decided to start a dairy 

maar ea . farm, He married and had five children, 

rf by His wife died in childbirth, Skortly 

A after this, they decided to open a road 

5 over the site of his house,and bought 

ey quite a tract of land from’ his land- 

a lord. 

hs > ||// Phe dairy farm was on the whole, quite 

{| suecessful. He has never married again, 

ee _ At present he is living—deem in Oakland, 

Vi but Shap to work as a gardener ever 

ata | . day % Claremont. | ; 


, YI know so much of the story because they 
Rts | patch of ground Angelo rented was not far 
oa from our house, 


Bert <piie likes America pretty well, but there 
ec 0 /{| aren't so many jobs as before, I have 
bey strongly suspected, though I do not know, 

. AT ae . that Angelo's barn served as a bootlegging 
Sa cmMa ae : Sftation, for once, when I was coming home 
ieee ) ate at night the doors stood wide open 
ee . and inside stood what looked like a wood 
ie vat to hold wine, 


armer, He had numerous brothers and sisters/ 
Ever since he was a little boy he has wanted 
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George B. 
Italian )Male 
Born, Nek Naples 


George's father was a gardener on a large 
, estate. He grew up to have an artistic a 
ae eye and a way with plants. When quite 4S NN 
yee young ,he was the head gardener of quite 
Le and a large villa. 


ere LAT When about(S0 or a little less he was 
au L amported bya rich man to California 
ae .. to take care of and build up his garden. 
ty He has nesided here ever since with 
4 progressgvely better economic status, 
a eae) * “- A house was built for him on the estate, 
aided 2 and he and his family have become integral 
parts of it. He ha@' felt the depression 
; . somewhat, recently, for his employer 
cS _. whas been forced to cut his wages.slightly. 


eG e However, ke has a good bit saved up. He 
is able to keep a car, et cetera. 


Moti eke Of sotn George and his wife speak very little 
ie ES Nir Snglisk, so italian is the only language 
Bees spoken at home. ah 


a7 Tais little family is probably more/ItalianS 
ot ‘as in Italy than anyone you can easily find. 
They are iso d with a house of Italian 
architecture“apparently picked up life 

here just where they left it in the old 
country. 
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Gael. in 1892, He Bales, fe “Little baece lion ‘although he was 
i aa eae a few of the fundamentals by his mother. His father was — 

id ia x. fisherman )jand it was thereby that he leanned the job of being 

“Cheha a sailor arg keep he is now engaged in a minor capacity on the | 
iif eke San a go ee Ferry. 7 


He jived in Italy or eal he was sixteen years old, during waich 
time ke helped bis father and became proficient in tke fundamentals 
‘Of seamanship. He came to the United States, landing in New York, 
Were the family lived for a number of years'until about 1926. 
: His fatyer was called back to Italy upon the outbreak of the 

of War akces tine to stay with kis Pea expecially his mother, 

oe ac he got a job in the skipbuilding yards as an apprentice, where 
ee: he continued working throughout the war. -During candies ot 


Pri married a woman of kis own nationality in ied York and’was six . 
e* 'ehildren, four boys and two giria. 

' 

a After the war he was laid off of his job-~an a (jobr en one.) of 


the larger ship lines sailing to Hurope,and Meet, was employed on 
anotker line hal roe to South America, l'However, he desired to 
settle down ecame tiréd of tke long trips away from home, so 
he left for San Francisco on the advice of friends living there, 
wao wrote him that the opportunites in his line of work were many. 


arriv here he got a- 


jobain one of the shipbuilding yards 
and“cohtinued at this for less énan 

easier job on the ferry company's 

boats. AAS this ¥ ] and altkouga it is less re- 

munerative He me work he was forver ly engaged at, yews it is 


muck easier, appears to be gatisfied, 


“ The depression affected him in so far that it resulted in pay 
fe , euts and a decreased standard of living, having bought /furniture 
“and otker articles on the installment plan at kigh prices. 


AL He stated that ke encountered no prejudice toward him as a for- 

}) eigner, but as nearly all of ape social circle.is of his own nc) AUD 

' nationality, he would, of course, find it so, He stated that he | 
would like to go pack. to Italy and relive those days with his 
fatker, but he believes conditions are muck poorer in Italy than 


/ mere and ke is too set in his ways to start over again. 
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Bast in 1929 ana aid quite well in business. His wife and/l4 year ola daughter 
ent 4) 
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ed 
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-IPALIAN 


os 4 
fs, fF ‘ 
(Or Vporn in Genoa, y PRR was one of ten Soaaanone The father ter in the 


V quarry and died at mes age of/ AM years. The aeriaces received Hoag 4 religious 


i 


education. An uncle had the mother and children cane to Sicily to live after 


yar 


the fathor's deathe ~ was but ty, ‘years of age and did not wish to go to 


Sicily so he and an older brother went te Genoa and got work ia the wharfs. They 
were knocked about quite a bit but got @ lot of experience,’ At the age of (19 

he parted with his brother and cine to America. He was supposed to return to 

Italy on the same a ccemer. , but meeting another fellow that he knew who was coming 

to America to live ‘aeciaea to stay in America too. They lived in the lower section 
- “a and seemed to enjoy life to its fullest. Both he end nae ae got 

a@ job as waiter during the winter in a bar roam. In the sumer, as “waltere in @ 
beer garden at Coney Island where they accumulated quite a bank account through 
tips received. He followed this occupstion from 1900 to 1910. 

He was married to an Italiash immigrant girl when 28 enee of agee In two years 
they had three children, ali bOYSe, the first two Ce twins. The liquor business 
seemed ae appeal to him so he and his friend went might into thet business and 
freee) 4 /years operation they sold out at a good profit. They then o pened an 
eating place which hey operated for one year’! Vibow ee tics to come to California 
and go into the wine business. They came to Fresno, where they had already 
purchased a ranch through a New York bark. That was in 1915. He has slways 
regretted this change. They raised grapes after a lot of hard lsbor ané ” 
Sickness. They made a little maney but were forced to mortgage their ranc eae 
his friend died leaving a family of 5 chitavonte had a very hard timew ike is 


% 
ranch he started to work as a hired hand. ¥ His twin sons married and ie eck 


East in 1929 and did quite well in business. His wife and /14\ year old daughter 
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yt Prmnidtat 
are now living with a married daughter in Fresnoe He is here in Sek. working 


in a restaurant in the italian section and is not at all contentede 
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r L.A. was born at Genoa, city of western Ktaly in the year of 1895, 
Was of fairly well to do parents, a family of 8--3 girls, and 5 boys 
The father a marble sculptor doing mostly cemetary work(carving 
tombstones) and making a very good living. All children were 
given a moderate education én that city's public schools-‘éfter 
completing his seholing L.A. woned in his father's shop until 
the age of 17. He left town with his oldest brother, they both 
worked as sculptors in the cityof Milend(Italy) fer 2 years, 
Both brothers went to Naples (southern Italian port) where they 
remained a rere short time embarked on an Italian steamer 


Me KK 


~City as destination where they, arrived in October 1917, 
me fey NY ft 4 é Me yar 
Do. oe worked for 2 years in Es -eity |as wood carver. Arrived in 


Se 


Bt ae age te eg in May 1919 worked at his profession coe . RA gia 


for one of his countrymen. Became a cityizen of the 
married and is now the father of 3 children,Adnable to obtain 

work at his trade he Se a motorman Sor the Market streét Ry 
company where he is still employed in same capacity. The reference 
to street car strike conditions he like most of other workmen 

as shopmen, conductors, motermen in zeneral men do not appear 

very pleased wip the arbitration agreements ma dé by their 
representatives working hours to be from 40 to 48 hours per 

week many men wanted to work longer hours so as to make more 

money. The duration of the new wage scale is to be for two 

years starting February 1935. The increase in wages to be 
approximat yely o& 125 cents per hour. Men receiving fifty 

cents per hour will receive sixty two and one half cents. Mostly 


being disappointed as they expected seventy to seventy two cents 


ia: per hour. A. previous bona of two cents per hour Wa 
S payable 
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al whey avery tee. eee is ‘to be discontinued. So the increase 


in wages is upset by less working hours and the weekly salaries 


will not be any larger. In all probabality t&other strikes will 


take place two years from now. Practically all strikers have 


returned to work. All shopmen, #® mechanics, painters, metal 
workers, where similar arrangements have been Bane are mostly 
disatisfied. L,A.'s brother remained in eo City where he 

became a very prominent building contractor of good financial 


standing. 


Ww ‘pets eure 
| oved amr peers ite lest toes 63 
Latem: ' ededind ay eolmadoou wa 


a 


Tite 40m ‘etre en inet ore ota 


4 st 


ie 


sett tog anibtivd Snantnent v8% 6 sina 7 


aa. 


Se Fas %. 


+ ae 


a ee. dead ee tee fo he Se Sy ; So, 
‘ 
rn * . « t 1. pi. 
— * “wi rig elle aPine ‘ vat 
i 
poe Yor 
i 
» Mat’ We eel 
+ i irene vate” ray Ae 


* 5 1 
: , ey ay oe 
t 
= % ‘ ee ae Spend 
a ee te) — er = “ 
* 
\ 
wb 
‘ ‘ 
) . ‘ i 
»" 
7 
Pi" ‘ 
. 
ba 
% 
. , 
\ 
’ 
‘ E 
‘ 
a 
~, r 
be Pd ‘. wat 
r b 
. 
¥ 
ee 1 4. fy 1 
a " h 
Pe uty, Fa is Py A 
\ 4 
»* 
* t > 


yore 


‘ 
‘i 


lg Se gon syei 


De Supa SS 


mal 7 
= i ee ee fy - at ee of 
eye eS Cpe ON eg, 1 aes soul Laub 
a a te SN aa RINE mle wg phe bs Hamlet. eS beyilalh, Siena fap eas ny 
%\ Sage 
* 
. 7 Me 
* ‘Me x ey ele 
ate ata at a SS 


a, ~. : -_ bs 
ig Peer S pelo.) NS ee 


AN “i »y vy h. Y 
} mb a acta yon 7 ae - x Be aoe or: 


MG aN, em in Ny EEN 


a ‘ “hy ma 
= by et a 2 Sade De nd Tid 


aw th sag ae it 
on 


fh, } Ae 
AY os 
ptt, Byes Pont 


2 


Italian. 


The Bay of Naples is without a doubt one of the 
world's most beautiful bays, forming as it does a per- 
fect crescent of opalescent blue; in the background,the 
mighty sentinel of old, Vesuvius. 

Referring to Naples, the city of his birth; it 
was in glowing terms that Frank related to me,its wonders. 
His father, a cobbler by trade,was at one time a chief of 
police of that fair ie ae later,a special tax collector. 

An uncle was the first to migrate to America,to be 
followed five years later by Frank's father,who had "lost 
much of his wealth and because of i111 health.Two years later, 
Frank,then eleven years of age,joined his father in New York 
City,remaining for one year before coming West to San Fran- 
cisco. 

As a cobbler of shoes, the traditional family trade, 
Frank earns his livilhood,being a good mender of soles.He is 


happily married and has his final papers. 
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Thigh 4 was bre in pe del Pallone province ig Pistoia th the ee 


(ants “hi 1894, My father a wes maker, my mother i housewife ger <— 

in ae “Zo ! y Linh ae a Sh 
Baise: - necessity due i - In my youth I went to Ko 
. , thedtows | p 

the elementary school At 22 I started as apprentice black smi tht 

, Foerrleesn’ Ope ttin 
= At ¥ I went to Pistoria and in pede of my skill I was not 
hel “Te ao. QZ wav Lg i bean Wras 


promoted working man until 46, t worked for-$ years as blacksmith 

for Ae eetasen general machine shop in Pistoria,#men I applied 
to the locomotive repair shop of the state in Florence anawh vas 
accepted and I worked there until the world war et had to 
aah They put me on the arsenal of Spezion five ‘abe i I 
mae to repair cee eh toag ait hat me to Idine and. ‘to the front. 
I remained there until the ane rereat jthen they sent me | 
to Tripoli, I remained there about 8 months '} then they returned me 

to the front. After the armistice I was discharged. I could not 
find work; demoralized after 4 years of war, as sake help Huo’ You ies 
father I gathered the passage money and & came Apel In Ta. ) 
I immediately found work) & married and ee years I was father 
fe erilares: I had saved money and 1 bought a small house. But 
while I was working my wife got in connection with a tramp, they 


‘made lov and I was compelled to divorce. eit ier came to 


PrOrr Chao 
_ leaving her the house and children. Here a been working 
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Prone to the wild life at an early age)R 
and i4t is uhlikely that he will live 1bng. 


| “fhResents his Italian heritage strongly, and has changed his 
name to Rami, Tries to be as American as possible. 


Because of his disabilities he spends his time at home, listen-  ~ 
ing to the ae ee driving‘around in the car to see his friends. ~ 


vi The depression hasn't affected him much, he says because it is 
/ his dwaty to spend money, alone,and it is easy to do thate 


+; on speaks good Italian. He also studied a little Spanish 
| . im sgehool and enjoyed it a tt 
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“ Sas | 
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Italian, born in Rome; age fifty four. As a boy he 


worked at odd jobs. Coming from the lower class he got no 

schooling while young. He used to steal, with other boys 

of the street, from the fruit and vegetable carts that 

abounded the city's downtohw traffic. Then he was con- 

seripted into the Army when he was sixteen. Here he learn- 

ed the discipline and erdorous tasks of a soldier for king 

and country. He says it was all work and no pay. The pay 
per day amounted to a few cents; most of which was taken | 
by the government for services to the soldiers which they 

never received. The rest was spent on women and in the 

numerous government canteens where wine of the cheapest 

sort was sold for twice the price in civilian wine shops. 

But army regulations did not allow a first time enlistment 

man out of the barrack ground. And any love affairs on 

the part of the recruits had to be done sub rosa. Caught 

out of the restricted area gm the penalty was most severe 

sometimes another year of service being added on to the 

initial enlistment. 

After five years service, subject came into civilian 
life again. Everything was strange and new. He had no 
civilian friends and had no idea where his parents were. 

He searched for work.but found it exceedingly hard to AS 


out a bare living. So, he turned to petty thélvery. The 


tourists made it easy for him to make a soft living. Then 


the World War came. He hated the Army; had no paftiotic 
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feelings toward Italy and therefore when he was conscripted 
the second time he escaped over to Switzerland. Here he 
easily passed as a native and he began seriously to try and 
make a living in some honest trade. He became an apprentice 
in the silversmith trade. He worked hard and long hours. 
He was shrewd and started a small shop two years after the 
War. Then he returned to Italy. Here he made application 
for entry into the United States. In 1925 he came over and 
took out citizenship papers. He took his citizenship oath 
in San Francisco and is now in the breadline every day as 
he says he can get me work and patriotic org{nizations have 


no use for foreign born. 
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Italian 


Bordering on France in Northern Italy is located the province 
of Piedmont. Here, in the village of Mondovi, Frank and his four 
brothers were born. The father was a cattle trader and prospered. 
All the brothers attended school, which was some distance from 
their home, the trail being a rough and tedious one, especially 
when there was snow. 

It so happened that in nineteenhundred and ten, an uncle who 
was in the grape business in California, returned to Italy on a 
visit to his relatives. Relating to them the advantages and poss-= 
bilities to be had here,Frank, enthusiastic,decided to return 
with him, 

Twenty years of age when reaching San Francisco, he has _ been 
here now for twenty years.His first job was in a restaurant and 
he has continued in the same kind of work, Now, he is the father 
of two boys and has also acquired citizenship. 

Seven years ago,Frank and his brother returned to MondoMt on 
a visit and reports that his parents are experiencing difficult 
times, due to excessive taxation. The brother, who stayed for an 
extended trip, is having difficulty in leaving, the Italian laws, 


being stricter now. 
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Born in Italy 46 years ago. He did not 
remember how much schooling he had, which 
was apparently very little. Since coming 
to California he has worked almost all the 
time as a laborer at present he is doing 
very little as jobs are very scarce. 


Since 1929 he has worked only occasionally. 
His father was a small landowner. 


He came to California to improve his 
condition. — 


Se? 
Me : 
ig orn in itaay (46) years ago. He had no 


education thers& except for two years. 

He worked for his father for several years 
and at the age of came to California, 

as he had friends Wrio advised him to do so. 


if % entered into the cigar business, and 


| is still in tre same. BeBes re mre tte 
| of meehenteat—oattiity. He came to Calif- 


ornia to improve himself. 


// Since 1929)his condition has been about 
y' the same. 
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FeAe born fin{ 1872 Septanber. 6, in Florence, Italy, province of Florence ity 
of about 250,000 inhabitants located in the central part of Italy, bi lca te 
ctty- the world over for its artistic sculptors, painters at one og The 
capital city of Italy. Of well to do parents, father in established manufscturer 
of artistic furnitures, a family of 5,three boys, all of good educs tion. 

FeA. after completing the noramal eivig school attended for five years the 
Royal Academy of Arts in Florence, from where he graduated with distinction, 
Meter serving as apprentice,a junior craftsman for 5 years in Rome , worked in 
several large studios mainly at figure work, models in plaster and completed 
some very remarkable works of arte In 1893 he was called to join the active 
army where he served 5 years in 4 regiment of Bersaglieri. When discharged 
from his active mibitary service at the age of 26 he returned to his home in 
Florence, where he assisted in his father's workshop for eairet ort re 
months, then bomred in many large Italian cities, working occasionally to defray 


expenses as his father's allowance was very moderate. He did not agree very 


well with his father. 


In A908 Fede and one of oP eens friends took passage in an Italian Steamer y 


ev" oe 


for the UeS. ‘arriving Le miv.city in November same year. He remained in yates 


r» fbthat 


pon “i ob ee 


Oy. for two months, but “unable to obtain work at his profession, joined a 


ne 


mining crew to work as miner in 9 cosl mine, near PLSAGDURER: Pecoioronse ji 
married there and shortly after became a8 ei tinen af ae UeSe He worked at 

the mine a few years and in 1913 he came oe ‘BP. vhere he pokapnee F) ote 
position as sculptor, meking good money. In the year of 1915 he Aes a 
partnership with one of countrymen, also @ sculptor and established themselves 

in the southern pert of inte city, Be obteintde considerable contracts and 
prospered moderately. For about eight years they worked in harmony and st=-times. 
made considerable money at times. Tsar tertas with rheumatism contacted while 

he worked in the mine, after following several supposed to be cures without 


it 
favorable results he took a trip back to his native land, to consume. 3 specialist 
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in Florence, Italy. : 

Remained there 5 months only to return to SaB in worse condition. In 1925. 
about 10 years ago the use of his legs gave out entirely funds were £Ones 

He was admitted at ee ceaeta Honda Home where he is still an imate. 

He purchased himself a wheelcahir so as to be able to move about, walks at 
times with crutchedbut then the swelling of the joints of his legs and feet 
increase, also the pains. Has no children and since becoming an inmate sis 
wife died. Has a nephew and a few friends who occasionally visit him appears, 
otherwise in good health and spirit looking much younger than his age. 


Like all other inmates of this insitution, complaining about how food is served, 


good food being very -badly prepared so as to make it practically unes table. 


Lee . hel “e's 
¥} ss a } 
" 


gel aa une aera ote a 
tan etgir aiee'S (slovieae THR eT aE Spek mtd ae oss e Be “ 

_ eden pe LL ido es oa exodet envi stix08 “sme ext $e! 
+6 nase stoods evou od aidd ed eo? ae 20 ind tb to dite, g Pa 


=) 


toot Mae nil ati © ejnto® att te i itewa esit etd d Min 
” a A 
lhe efeml ins amtnoned eons 8 Age sa on bo -280%, °#9 aX. 


+ 


Brtseggs mis sh il Yilensisteosg on abselat watt ) bre eas 8 ee 
Oa ahi Rell Macaney mons arliivel tlahys bre 4as sad booy a 
ovyee ei Pook woh tnode grsnfelanms. soo lew Seek aida to ecfeomt wa0 te ¢ paid : 


20) POs. goau mapetecoes ft eam oF 4 a6 O98 terete eihed-sasv gaied boo’ 


7* : = 
4 
5 - 
oe -: 
. ~ ae ion 
i ; aa 
a : “ P: _ 
; FT ‘Ube a fia 
a’ > » 
¥ i ; i ‘a i ~ og 
i ae 4 4 ' U a] | 
4 " j 0 
.* ff ‘a 
my wr iJ ss ' 
’ iz 5 ‘ as. ec ‘ 
7 eat ae A 
f : =. abe ‘’ 0 - ei sf ot . te y ee 
4 , a . rah ' 
Ae = eA she, ae 
ite oa AS! i by aed 
; Pasay a) ling 3. Bie 5° es. 
, ‘ 4 ay ] . : “oh 7 
See vine) fea e aa 
0 ov. ey de : Bs al | 
i. ae 
é A OD “a ae ) in Bh Se 
* a 
, * 


Boru in 1907 at our farm located 20 miles from Venice, Italy. 


tg 


There was 5 boys and one girl in our family we all worked on the farm 
as youngsters ranging from 5 years old and up. Our work was such as 
regular farming. My parents and their parents worked the same farm. 

Y We were taken when boys twice a year on holidays to Venice which was 
my most happiest time at home; We had a 19 room house where we all 
lived including our relations 35 people in all i do not care to tell 
how we lived there but we managed to get along and had some good times.” 
FP then I was 11 years old we were all put under guard by the Austrian 
police on account of war and could no nothing, just like prison. 
“During this time we suffered very much and I don’t want any more of 
that. In 1923 1 came to this country where I have been ever since and 
am very glad to be here. I am going to get my citizen's papers and 
intend to stay here . I might go back for a visit some time I can get 
Peon money, I am single and have been working in restaurants since 

I came here, 1 am nof’ tending bar where I got a good job. Yes my 
parents are living 6 se brothers and sisters. I am strong jin good 
health and can do most any kind of work as I am used to it but I 


of 


like my job better now. 
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man was bor orth aly of parents of moderate 
cumstances,in 1907) When he ge oe ape d, his parents and | 
he came to America arriving in New pect ca le stayed tee ry 
less than a year, as his father was expected by relatives and an R 
'. friends to stay in San Francisco. | 


%. 


qareiving in San Francisco jhe went to public school, through 
igh school at night, graduatip from high sGoy just.a year 


and a. half ago. He quit’ schoo? when he was years old for ecaww 
financial reasons ,and worked in his father's fruit store where 
he was employed for about four years. However, due to the 
failing condition of the business at that time and family 
quarrels; he quit his father's employment and after much diff- 


i aeultyt : -he finfally got ,. 

ee, 103. | UAE Oakland department store as a receiving clerkg slay 

Pr: 8 wi 7) position Ber nou éngaged. mibantietic. i f o 
: et 


é /ii/Tae only prejudices he encountered were those usual petty pre- )) 

| judices manifested by the usg of dekrogatory remarks and names AK’ 
AY by the school children. aarti tex he got out of schoo “ie 
encountered no prejudices whatsoever, . Of course he wag thoroughly 
oi) | Americanized and versed in the ways of his adopted countrymen, 
which 8 did much to account Por tais.- 


He has very few jemenbnences of Italy, although as usual, those 
a 2er he has tetained are pleasantly colored because they 
4 are of the place of his birth and childhood. He said he would 
like to go back to Italy for a trip, but is undecided whether 
ae “he would enjoy living there or not. 

i= The depression affected him to the extent that he was out of 
a -a job for about eight months after leaving his father's employ- 
oo ment .and to the extent that his father's business became poor 

a and vesulted in the loss of financial aid from that source. 
However, he Had no property before the depression or any other 
, financial interests of any kind to lose, 
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G. is a young man of twenty-three, one of a large 

\ family of Milanese. He wa porn in Italy,but has no 
recollection of life Cncreteerts journey, to; America 
as he came here at the age OPrsi xs. re are on iw 
the familygseven boys and three yaks ‘parents 
worked in a bakery in Milan where they saved enough to 
come to New York and launch a small bakery enter- 
prise of their own. Tn 1928 two of Gts older 

brothers and an older sister came with him to San 


a Frantisco where they established re business. 


q G. helps a little with the beking, fg main task is 
sti 


driving the bread truck. He is AL i kp panely set 


lives with the “clan. 


ass Older brothers and sister are all marPied, al] 
_‘\ tive together, and all but one of the "in-laws" 
are in the business. The shop specialized in 
Ttalian and French bread and rolis, but also bakes 
pastries. The business is not paying, according td 
and if it gets much worse they will have ¢ gives. ; 
up. His parents in New York have retired.WG. - 
received only a high school education but has taken 
eleven years of instruction on the viollin. He has 
played it several times at recitals given by’ his 
instructXors, and has ambitious hopes to make a career 
for himself hs a musician. 


Everyone in the family plays some sacl eat aie 
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1 mone f 


2 aS ae 
G. makes enoug “éssons 
and a little more by playing several evenings 4 week 


with an Italian dance orchestra. 


msn 
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. “He expressed distaste for dance music however, and 
doesn't get any enjoyment out of this night work, 
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eh . La ‘ : 
S an American-born woman of Genoese parentage, 
“age twenty-Six._ Her parents were married in Genoa, 
7 eh oeaet was a carpenter. A. Gets older 


‘ where h 
ne .. > brother, now clerkihg in a department store in Los 


ib Angeles, was born in Genoa. 


‘4 Qmen A. Gets father first came over to this country, 
ie Nine worked at a vegetable stand,owned by his brother 
ies) omteamrmrencl sco. He soon left this work in order 
Poe sre debor’ ss 3 nouse carpenter and painter. He is 
ela ON? now irregularly employed by an Oakland painting and 
ss ss wal lspapering firm. 
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y\ Aw Ge graduated from Galileo High School in 1925. 

~ \W She did not expect to be able to attend college so she 
fevetcook a.commfercial compee of study. Since leaving 

_ ‘school, she has worked as a waitress, @ five-and-ten 
elerk and «is now employed at the Heinz plant. 


She was married last year to_,an Americangof German 
cae noha who is now a oe dow ae or Kress and 
eet Company’. The couple live with A. G's parents, 

ae supporting the latter in exchange for lodging , 4s Ae 


G.'s fatrher owns his home.” 
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Age: 58 Seas born 1881 


Condition: married, not-working 
‘Status: wife of laborer 


History: Maria was born of very poor parents living 
. gust outside of Turin, in Italy; not a separate village 
but in the scraggling houses just without the town limits. 


Her father was a garden laborer and worked in the — 
truck-gardens near-by that supplied the city of Turin (or 
Torino). Her mother was the dagther of a daily owner, who 
lived in the city; a very small business selling goat mis 
and other dairy products. ; 


She had two brothers and a sister, all older than 
herself. From the earliest days, she remembers that they 
all worked in the fields, doing some sort of work appropriate 
to their physical condition. She remembers doing light chores 
and as she grew up, doing field work. They were very poor 
but not worse off then their neighbors sround them. 


She remembers her father's death, an uncle coming to 
run the household, he being unmarried. Her brothers were quite 
young at this time. When she was about fifteen she was sent 
into a Turin silk factory and made ribbons, ete. with other: 
women. She lived with strangers during this period, many of 
them. rooming together. She visited her family on Sundays and 
holidays. 

When she was twenty, in 1901, she married a young man 
connected with the factory and they lived in a small house in 
town. One of her brothers entered the army at this time, one 
brother continued working as a laborer and gardiner and her 
sister married and moved to a southern city. When she came 


to this country she lost track of them, her mother dying before — 


this. (She evidently wrote to them for some time, but was 
indefinite as to their udtimate positions, activities, fates.) 


She had two children, boy and girl, the little girl 
dying at an am | aZ@e The boy was born in 1908. 


Her husband came to this country with her and son 
to live with some friends in the east in New ‘ork City, where. 
they worked for some time. (Apparently quite a party came over 
with them.) This was in 1906. A few years later (dates are 
_ uncertain) they Le to Sacramento and then to San Francisco, 
" star epee have lived ever since. 


. Her husband is not living, but her son Ms working © 
. San Francisco store and helps support his mother. 
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ss Former statu s: 

the lowest and poorest section of that society. 
their difficult lives, their poverty and their lack of comforts. 
From the earliest they had to work hard, 
did not seem to help them. 


af wis . Present status: 


A. was the daughter of a common laborer and lived in 
She remembers ate 


all the children, but it 
When she married soe continued to work until they had 


children. ‘Se was mich better off in town, but lived with 
persons and families of her own lower-class position. She 


“was much better off than her family due to her factory wages. 


In this country they were hard=up for some time but 

on coming to San Francisco lived quite comfortably. Her husband 
had various jobs in stores (she was not definite as to his work) 
and they lived with friends. Her son started working at an early 
age and supported himself. When her husband died she worked 
tnbil friends took her in. 


She lives very comfortably now in a middle-class group 
and level. 


Had practically no education as a child but when moved 
to town and married, learned to read and write fairly well, 
due to mesting husbands educated friends. | 


In this country learned English fairly well - speaks 
quite clearly but due to poor eyes cannot write it well or 
read it easily. Can make out newspaper accounts but does little 
reading. 


She regards this country as a promised land on earth, is 
very happy here and has no desire to return to Italy at all. 
She does not write to’her relatives there. She is very happy 
here with her friends and is thenkful to be relieved of the 
continual work of her youth and early married life. 


She is very religious and goes to many services. 


Her family 
was devout also. ; 


The depression has not affected her, living with friends, but 


has seen its effects among unemployed frienda.. She has no 
ideas about it, but vaguely feels that it is ‘wrong' « She does . 

“not complain, feeling in, general that the plessinis of living in 
» bis | country outweignt the distresses of a depression. 
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or a (5 ia Sicily. a about thirty-five years old now. She 
_ «came to America with her parents when she was about eight years old. 
__-—s She was the oldest ina family of fivas@four girls and one boy. Her 
_ father first settled in Bisbee, Arizona-where he worked in the mine 
and the mother took in washing and did other odd jobs. In time, the 
care of her children and the outside work proved too much for her. 
She became ill. There was no money, for the Agata doctor ordered. 


She dragged herself around as best she could until finally they found 
her dead one afternoon. 


i After the mother's death the father took to drinking and 

gambling. In about a year,he was’ taken in hand by a countrywoman of 

|? his, to whom he owed gambling debts. She was a shrewd business woman, 
and was making good money, running a boarding house for the miners and 
enticing them with diversions of the flesh. | 


C He b © dependent on her that he married her although 


ecame 
bie! she was ahou tr years his senigr.. This created considerable 
gossip, in the alian colony there, hey decidedto move to Calif- 
ornia firey had relatives in Avador County. they settled in Jack- 
son @na opened a boarding houge again. 
EAE Fi % 


i €Theresa was about’ MM years old then. The step-mother paid 


$ no attention to the children. They were unkept,barbaradus) running the 
H street acoming home at all hours, seeing everything that a mining 

} camp town contains, good and bad. Most of the men were unmarried for- 
; eigners who knew little = dae and who were unatcustomed to American 
i life and customs. They no women of their own age\and nationality 
| here. Some of them sent for picture brides to the old country. They 


with a man. He was arrested and eventually sentenced to five years in 
the state penitentiary. The investigating authorities thought it best 
that Theresa be removed from this environment and so she was sent toa 
school for wayward Pirie in San Francisco. 


i were all women-hungry.; eT 
“i (it ish't difficult to see how this child of \M became involved 


The case created’a great deal of scandal at the time. Theresa 
herself didn't know what it was all about. Infa romantic mood she vowed 


i to wait for the prisoner and marry him when he had served his sentence. 
Me Meanwhile she went to school, and after being released obtained a job 
: as a private,secretary. She had her own income, dresséd well, and since 


is she didn't see old firends, almos t forgot the past. 


At the end of five years, when she was almost twenty, the man 
came out of prison. He seemed a total stranger. His hair had greyed_ 
and his face was hard and furrowed. He thanked her for her letters 
sent while in prison and the sentiments expressed. He thought it fool- 
ish that ‘she should sacrffice her life and marry him. j 


4 She was very happy at being released and went back to Jackson 

. to take care of her sisters. In about two years she fell in love with 

ee ee eat tee (foreign born} who knew her past history but who was willing 
aN i 


ito forget it. ‘They were farried. Knowing that lung infection eventually 
_ overtakes all miners in the mother lode she urged him to move away. 
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a, ee Reena, ners both es and incapable of forgetting 
e past. Amine ¢/senerous, understanding man, heretofore,he allowed 
r one sin to become an obgession with him. The harder he tried to 
forget,the more horrible fieeseemed. All of his friends knew about his 
wife. That hurt him. He became insanely jealous. He expected her to 
E*: ypeat history at. any moment. Three sons were born to them. He began 
to make sly remarks expressing wonder as to whether they were really 
his. The change in him was unbelievable. To his wife he no longer 
i seems the man she married. i 


+r 
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About two years ago he lost his ice cream fob. They lived 

Dy on their savings until they gave out. They live in cramped, bare quart- 
ers now and are on S.E.R.A. relief. The children are ragged but healthy. | 
_ She has grown very fat and has lost ally ‘for life. There is qite 
i apparently no fight left. She cannot understand: what she has done to Ms: 
deserve auth a dirty deal from life--poverty, suspicion, jealousy, 
6 _whippings. A once proud spirit has bit the dust. 
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eldest son of’ sbhoolteacher. The latter, a very religious man, 

intended to mdke a priest of his son, but the loss of his position | 

(brought about, the son believes, by a political conflict with the 

authorities; details unknown) resulted in the apprenticeship of ie 

Cristea to a boat-operater who engaged in trade along the Italian 

coast. The work was hard and unpleasant; his master drove him 

; night and day, and before the end of a year “deserted his 

; post in Genoa. He was eee years old at’ t this time A In answer 

P Go.nis prayer (or this is absolutely convinced) he got a job with- 

in a month as deckhand on a ship that made regular trips from Genoa 

mr. to Marseilles. He stayed on this boat for eight years, at the end 

| of which time he had risen to the position of first mate. He was 

? perfectly satisfied with his work and would have stayed on board 
that ship to this day had not a piece of bad luck come across his 

path. A mysterious illness, a sort of fever, forced him to leave 

t his job in Marseille. It _took him a year to get over the effects 

of his unknown disease. Being penniless, he had to take the first 

sea-going job(the only kind of work he knew) that came along; he 

| signed up as an ordinary seaman on a French steamer that specialized 

in carrying steerage passengers to America. This job dissatisfied ie 

| him erent (Tn phitece? since there seemed to be no chance for ad- F; 


Mr. itece born in Naples about years. agoy the 


b vancement iladelphia he met an Italian store-keeper who as- 
sured him merica was a fine land, well worth the investiga- 
tion of a young man. Several trips later, Cen peerinit acted upon the 
suggestion. Following the advice of this storepkeeper, Gievanni 
invested all of his savings (amounting to less than one hundred dol- 
lars) in a fruit and vegetable stand in Vamden, New Jersey#4which is 
right across the river from PALlede lpia. He married one’ of the 
daughters of the Italian storekeeper, and in the course of five years 
becarie well-to-do. He opened one stand after another in Camden and 
Philadelphia. 
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At this point the informant hecame very vague as to details, 
jumping abruptly from these eastern cities to a large ran. in the 
San Joxggquin Valley. He sold out all of his interests in profi- 
table fruit stands and invested in some rich vineyards near Lodi. 
His wife and three daughters accompainied him. When questioned for 
particulars regarding the move, the informant would shrug his shoulc@ 
| ers, wave an.arm about, and reply vaguely that the fruit stand busi- 
ness was no good; or else he would say that some friends in Califor- 
| nia had advised him to come. The informant's wife, when asked, sqid 4, 
te 


I Pe OS 
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simply that he didn't like the east. The children knew nothdang, 
too young at the time to remember the event at all. 
Un bere (\* aha) ee ; 
| The move turned out to be most e. Oherteaaaity knew t 
nothing of farm life and went into partnership with a Mr. ©, who 
took an unnecessarily large share of the crops. The demand for 
erape swe yetheir ee cfopsx went down so sharply when Prohibition was In 
voted ‘in that Mr. t+. bdeame alarmed and sold out hurriedly to Mr. ) 


yp Ena ee some lt aent connections with an organization of bootleggers i 


“and amassed a small fortune. 
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Moving with his familydincreased by one boy born on the farm). - 

to San Francisco, Mr. 1, tried for some.time to get a job on a ? 
boat but had no success. He decided to try the restaurant business 
and bought a small establishment. This marked an upward turn to 

_ his fortune.” The ensuing seven years were good ones. He made 
money in stocks and property, {two aprtment houses}. He enlarged 
his restaurant considerably,’ borrowthg a lot of money for this pur- 
pose. Then trade fell off sharply. His stocks went down in value. 
He lost the two apnrtment houses. He worked hard, his wife acted 
as een the income. could not meet the payments he had to make 


! on his - He lost the restaurant. 

| | He made no attempt to reopen a new business with the few hun- 

4 dred dollars that he salvaged from the wreckage. He invested all 

| ‘he could spare with the United States Home ome Loan Bank and accep- 
de f \ LY F . | 


et e os 


a > en 


7m ted a job which he got with the assistance of a friend. The work 
ee was that of a waiter. He stuck at it for siz months and then quit. 
_ His next job was in a warehouse where he acted as a checker. Just 
. affer he got this job, the ban where he. kept his money, went into 
- ; and since. that tire. as recovered only a small portion 
of his investment through the Iiquidation proceedings za the bank. 
After working for a year as a checker, he was let out. Since then 
he has had no regular employment. 


The two oldest girls are married but can contribute nothing 
to his support, one couple being themselves dependent on charity 
work. Mr. I, worked on ¥.", A. projects and is at present working 
_. on. an 5.4,.R.A. project, doing pick and shovel work. 


Mr. T. is not very pleased with his conditions, feeling that 
he has been the victim of undeserved misfortune. It is his. opinion f 
that the banking laws need drastic revising, making it impossible i 
for banks either to foreclose on mortgages or to go bankfupt. The 
promises of President Roosevelt to reform the banking laws are ex- 


actly the remedy for the depression, and Mr. TI. is confident that ; 

a when they are carried out business will revive immediately to such 
an extent that before very long Mr. T. himself will be in business 

again and ex¢ercising those talents which a re—mete so deplorably 4 
suppressed. Prd mb 
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. Province of Nilan,of peasant stock, 

\ a ly of eight. Her parents were tenant farmers living 
By abc it six miles from the suburbs of iiilan.. they were allowed 
ea their 8mall farm with the necessary buildings$ furnished seed 

for planting: food to carry the family through until harvest 

and a small amount of stock in return for which, the landlord 
“received half of the harvest and any increase in stock. \After 
this share was paid the landlord,and he had received his ‘payment 
for the years financing, there was little teft for the family 

to live on until anothe harvest. 


The little farm was used 3 mainly as a truck garden, little being 

| grown except for food and clothing. Clothing was‘ obtained 

chiefly from hemp, the fibres of which.were used for the manu- 

facture of linen for cloth, for the entire family, This process 

4 was a costly one for the farmer, because of the Tabor required 

and because he was required to give to his landlord, half the 

' finished thread ready for weaving. The mills then would take 

their portion in paywent.for weaving, leaving the farmer a 

scanty bit of cloth with which to clothe his famiidy. 

| We 
iF All farm work was done by hand and each child, as _89on as they 

had finished the required three years of 3 choo dy were put. into 

the fields to work from sun up to sunset. rig 1 Was managed 

4 by the mother and childreny the father, on to and from 

q Milan each day, workibd in’ the silk mills for a few. francs 

. : each week in order to be able to buy the few necessities required 

4 by his family. Any stock or surplus food to be sold was taken: 

to the fairs or markets held in various neighboring towns, as the 

/ immediate neig Ret nT mT) farmers and) could mot buy 

; from each other; "411 lacks 

for cash. 


money with which to make a purchase 


This lack of money made luxuries of many articles, which we 

HP decm necessities, such as; leather shoes, felt hats,and meat for 
: roosts the work shoes of men and women were fa shioned of wood 

soles with rawhide strips to tie around the ankles and across 

the toes. Jf they were fortunate and owned a pair of leather 

shoes, they were only worn On special Occasions and then the 
owner would probably walk barefoot to his des tination, donning 
, his shoes at the la st moment. Fresh meat was a luxury obtained 
but rarely, usually on feast days and at an exhorbitant price, 
The principal dish,at most meals was a sort of vegetable soup 
or stew, Plack chestnut bread and wine, 


became a farm laborer at ten years of age and 
‘ continued until she was eighteen, when her help was no EoRe er. 
needed and she accompanied her father to Milan to obtain work 
in the silk mills. She worked at the loom for over two years, 
33 walking the distance morning and ea from farm to factory and 
return. For this labor she received approximately, thirty vexta 
per day, which went into the ‘family bank account. 
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af. 4 wort from her God- “parents , 
rated to peas) “Correspondence was carried on 
Ug) mutual friend, and thas God-parents urged her to come 
the United States. Being a girl, it was necessary that she 
uld have a fiance in America, réady to marry her and to 

_ finance her passage. Through the God- parents and the friend 

a oe single Italian man was found in America who desired an Italian 
wife yend after an exchange of photographs, passage money was 
sent’her. Arriving in San Francisco) she immediately married 

her benefactor, an Italian laborer, whom she had never seen 
before. . 
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This marriage was consumated in 1914 and four children have been 
porn of the union. The husband has been a good provider and 

has the respect, if not the love, of his wife. She ,palthough 
disappointed in the personal appearance of the benefactor, married 
him to fulfill her obligations and has been a faithful wif 


‘The children, of course, being American born are Seé¥idésSatteats Voy ped We 
two are graduates of high school and working, two are still Ae a4 


attending school. Both parents,in the last ten years,have been 
at attending night school attempting to learn the bee tise language 
Dy and American ways.W At first, the couple held to their old form 
of living;Italian was the tongue spoken in the home. Italian 
“dishes of the cheapest variety were served at the table and any 
’ form of amusement as practiced by their American neighbors was 
not indulged in. 


rradually, through the children and social welfare workers, they 
realized that they were not advancing but were rather trying to 
“go backward. They were induced to attend evening school; 

were shown that their children were undernourished and in 


‘properly clothed; that they were making their livelihood in 
. America and should become American citizens. ¢; 
¥ 
Today they speak the fing lish language in the home,serve Am- i 
erican dishes at the table and in abundance,’ dress the family 2 
as the average American is dressed and are strong in their . 1 


praise of the American government, | 
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x Leman was born in Milan, Italy, in 1889, the son of a laborer 
and one of a family of eight children. His parents were very 
poor, and their living conditions were very bad, with rarely 
enough food to feed the entire family, nor adequate room in 
which to quarter them, . 


anal ~ 
In 1910 he came towfhe United States seeking to find a more 
profitable li lived in New York City for two years, where 


he worked as 4 waiter in a small restaurant, 


In 1912, he moved to Scranton, Pennsylvania, and got a job there 
as a waiter in a restaurant, and Stayed there for ten years, 
during which period he managed to acquire a small interest in 
the restaurant,’ 
in 1922 he sold his interest and came out to San Francisco in 
response to the suggestion of a friend there with whom he had 

| been corresponding. He again want to work as a waiter in a 
restaurant, and continted to work there for five years, during 
which time he saved as much as he could with the idea of event- 
ually opening his own restauranty is Bay peat inn ei 


In 1927 he had enough accumulated to open a small restaurant 
in partnership with his friend, and has owned and Operated it on 
the same basis since then. 


AX His restaurant seems to have brd@pered enough to allow him to 
invest several thousand dollars in.Bank of italy stock,which 
sum he lost almost entirely in the spectacular crash of that 
corporation. However, his business continued to prosper, and 
he seems to have weathered the depression in good shape, 
and derives a steady income from his business. 


6 is a baphelor, having been ,as he terned it !foo busy to get 
\\marrie 1 maintains a comfortable apartment and owns his own 
automobile, 


. 
y) AY He plans to visit Italy nexu year, if his finances permit being 
: anxious to visit his parents, both of whom are still alive.) 
_ EE a eas Cea Ae Si SOE PRG schoelDi 
He admires Mussolini as a man, but would not care to live in 
Italy because he feels thomoughly American, and also is 
deeply opposed to war, which he believes is responsible for most 
of the present unrest and economic troubles today. 


AR OE UTR GMa 


He seems not to have encounteréd any racial predjudice having 
deooit® chiefly with Italians during his life. 
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a not very eae oatae en Pere r economics, although 

st hinks the president is a pomarkel a +. a and intends to 

4 S ia L nent a's - CLA 
He thinks we ge ‘conditions will seaitnedc to mibergeees » and has 
baad faith in the United States, pointing with pride to what 

he has. accomplished in this country, and states that he 

prot bly would never have been able to risqto similar heights 

i “haa BOs penained am Italy. 
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“Born in Italy 55 years ago. He had little schooling. 
Being dissatisfied with working on a small farm, he saved 
enough ome to America, , 


Ae Landing in nk MOrk » a ee work in the steel millgz,in 


Pittsburg saved enough out of this to start a small vege- 
table businessg) amie _pedd 14 from town to town. 


ff He sen had the desire to come to California and decided to 


come to Oakland, He entered into th eo eles work,and up to 
1929 did very ‘ea - (hee trucks Sere ee 
Paes 1929 his business has fallen off a great deal. ~~itmio Guing 
GO Sickness of his family and sepia he has J@st all his 
is 


‘savings. Though he is still in the same business he 
adie, to make’ a living for his family. =! . " 
- : : Say He came here to better his conditions. 


His father was a small landowner, 
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3orn in Italy in 1880 | “A 
Parents--Farmers 
Husband is a citizen ne 


Until she was 18, Sime helped with the outside work of the farm 
and took care of her younger brothers and sisters. When she married 
at 18 she went to live with her husband's folks. Among their many 
household duties the women had to include carding, spinning and weav- 
ENE Ay 


Her first child was,boy, born crippled from his spine. When 
they had three children her husband left for the United States. After - 
two years he sent for her to come and join him where he was working 

in the Yolorado Coal mines. 


After the voyage, which is always terrifying to the peasants who 
are accustomed to good, firm land, she was detained two months at Ellis 
Island, because of the crippled son. Not knowing a word of “nglish, 
nor seeing anything to do, she cried most of the time. 


Her husband came to meet her, but there was nothing for them 
to do but return together to Italy. But they cohld not make a living. 
So he finally persuaded her to leave the crippled boy with her father 
and mother. They waitéd on him like a baby, hand and foot, until he 
died at the age of 28. Lemme never saw him after they left, and she 
eries now to think of what her warm, motherly heart feels was the de- 
ertion of her child. 


Together they went to the Colorado coal mines, where Lena cooked, 


washed, and kept beds for 12 miners--in a three room house. She milked 
several cows, and baked bread for her neighbors to increase the family 
income, She had a ch\ld every other year, with two miscarriages, t wo 
that died, and 6 girls and two boys who are still living. 


By this tremendous exertion of energy, she and her husgand saved 
enough to buy a farm with a nice 7-roomstone house. Prosperity? 


Now driven to desperation at their low wages and miserable condi- 
tions the miners struck, and held out valiantly for three years. But 
there was no work and no money, for it was purely a mining town, 


During this time, the two children died, one who was hungry, wean 
eating poisonous weeds. 


Nearby the Ludlow Massacre was perpetrated. Thru their own little 
mining town, the militia also marched, and were fired on by the miners 
in their houses. . 

ee pee 
“NA Beeoieites, into emels house,. where she was alone and ¥% months pre- 

gnant, they charged that the shots had come from her house. Unaided, 
with grim determination and lashing tongue, she drove them from the 
house. A little farther down the street they beat a man unconscious 


WEE aol OPEC. GL eekecptoasticipede( 16 4 0 Je 
ARO AARY Adrelrd Nrdrrteiy Wot ua) Read) prrtdd on MA, | 
Put the miners were not living in their own Peaage: Nov ees shack: 


belonged to the coal company. So in freezing weather, the families 
were run out into a tent colony. But the militia broke up the tent 
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ethods being to run a bayonet thru a baby and_ 


it the tent before its mother's horror stricken eyes. 

Hl eh $ i , 

By these memes, after three years, the strike was finally broken 

id all the strikers black listed. So they had to rent their hard-earned 
m, for which they now get no rent, the family lives on it free. 


They moved to a smaller town, and took up the struggle again to 
piece out-a miner's wages to provide for a growing family. 


The oldest girl, named for her mother, had always said she would 
marry someone named Ernest. And at 15 she eloped with "Hrnest", and 
they are still living hapily together now, 15 years later. 


Lema the second and Ernest came to California and the mother grew 
increasingly acess separated from her daughter so she we rsuaded the 
family to move to a Lif ori ay vt.ooc 4goain, her husband came ahead, and 
she remained to dispose of the livestock, which she sold) fora igicod . 
price, all except 1 billy-goat, for whom no one wold give anything like 


his value. So Lena, harself, knocked him in the head and sold him by 
the pound. 


_ They bought a house and large lot, on which they have paid several 
thousand dollars. They have a cow and chickens and sell milk and eggs. 


But times have been very hard for them. For a little while her 
husband worked at one of the factories but they turned him off because 
Of his’ azeiehPol heyy his wife, and all the children have worked in the 
Cannery, where Lemme the second is now a Filcorilady. 


The oldest boy is a clerk in a bank at $20.00 a week and is 
married. e second daughter works at the cannery, while her husband 
works part time at Ford's. The third daughter also works in the Cannery, 
while the 4th who has just graduated from High Schogl with the highest 


grades in stenosraphy and bookkeeping, works in a store both as a clerk 
and in the office. 


Lewe raises vegetables and olives and cans all her own fruits and 
vegetables, and keeps her house shinging with cleanliness, but she now 
buys her bread. %he enjoys her electric washer and vacuum sweeper, but 
complains that now at 54 she can't turn of the work like she used to. “ 


She thinks Roosevelt has not done much good, and expects sometimes 


there will be a revolution in the Unitea States, but she doesn't expect 
to live to see it. 
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environment of his merchant father's estate. It was 


colorless and forbidding, There was always the morbid _ 


Catholic dogma, the distant and mocking formality of 
his ‘mother and father, and, of course, many servants 


ae and tutors. Valenti was a frail and sickly boy and so 
ee the time was not physically able to even enjoy 
the restrictea fun invented by his sisters and brothers. 
* ‘During Valenti's seventh year, at the beginning 
| of the World War, his father, induced by American 

: business interests and prompted by 2 keen desire to 


take himself and his family out of the circle of War, 


one day announced to the Fuselli family that they were 


_ all leaving for America. 
| Life in America for Valenti was nearly as dull d 
ee as his former living within his father's mansion in 


Florence. Because of his illness he was not allowed, 


as his brothers and sisters were, to attend a private 


: 
a | Catholie school. Valenti had to be content with learn- _ 
; <eae ing English and the pretensions of democracy from a 
2 Sar tutor. However his mother frequently took him with 


Sanne: | her on her visits to the public library, It was during 


| these visits that he was attracted to the study of period 


furniture, ‘French and Italian. 


Thereafter, Valenti spent many hours in the public 


esd studying © the character of furniture, Later he 
: uceeede ded in AT TEN, ‘father to buy all the 


: 
LSM oTlynSs 
: ~a i ae 


Ee ee eat bie a ath 


| 
books anyone could possibly purchase on the subject of . pe. 


furniture but he also induced his father to buy many _ 


pieces of early Italian making.  _ 


Valenti grewystronger. By the time he was fourteen 


his parents felt that he was well enough to attend school. 


He was sent off to join his brothers and sisters at the © 


Catholie school, There he majored in Catholic literature 


and draftmanship, After school hours he continued his 


study of antique furniture. During his holidays he 
always succeeded in getting his father to buy him an 
Italian or French antique. 

Shortly after Valenti graduated from the Catholic 
school his father bought him an interest in an import 


antique furniture business. Valenti soon established 


within this business, an interior decorating trade. 


| ‘Several years later a dealer from San Francisco 
ant Valenti while engaged in buyine> He told Valenti 
of the wonderful city, the romantic city and the one 
place where early Italian and French furniture was 
‘really appreciated. The friendship between the two 
developed ana later they corresponded. Finally, Valenti 
was persuaded to go to San Francisco, 


Valenti and Bis friend became partners in an 


anterior decorating and antique furniture shop. Their 


~ business thrived until 1931. Six months later the partner 


“gold his interest to Valenti. Very soon after that Valenti 


was forced to give up his large and pretentious business 


quarters. He now rents space within an older established 
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he would have ners forced to give up his businuess long 


Valenti Fuselli's cultural views are bottled within i 


yesterdays. His political views are somewhat confused, 


however he has a vague admiration for wassolini. 
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